
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy - ‘A Sporting Future for the Playing Fields of England’ 
 
 
Policy Exception E1: 
 
‘A carefully quantified and documented assessment of current and future needs has demonstrated 
to the satisfaction of Sport England that there is an excess of playing field provision in the 
catchment, and the site has no special significance to the interests of sport’. 
 
When assessing an application against this policy exception Sport England is likely to 
require information which helps to answer the following questions:  
 
 Is there an up to date Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) or other assessment in place for the 

area (i.e. adopted and/or updated in the last 3 years)? 

 How old is the information on which the PPS is based?  

 Does the PPS adhere to the principles of the methodology set out in Sport England’s PPS 
Guidance? 

 If an alternative methodology has been used to develop an assessment, has this approach 
been previously agreed with Sport England? 

 Does the PPS or other acceptable assessment show a clear excess in the quantity of 
playing pitch provision at present and in the future across all sports? 

 If a clear excess in the quantity of provision can be adequately demonstrated does the PPS 
or other acceptable assessment highlight deficiencies in the quality or accessibility of 
playing pitch provision, and if so, does the application propose any measures to address 
these?    

 Based on the conclusions and recommendations of the PPS or other acceptable 
assessment, are the measures proposed to address deficiencies in the quality and 
accessibility of provision the most appropriate in terms of the benefit to sport and the 
relationship with the application site? 

 Have the relevant contacts at the sports national governing bodies been consulted and what 
were their views? 

 Will any proposed measures to address deficiencies in the quality of provision meet with 
Sport England’s and the relevant sports national governing bodies’ design guidance?  

 Will any measures proposed to address deficiencies in the quality and accessibility of 
provision be appropriately secured and delivered within an acceptable timescale and 
formally tied to any forthcoming planning permission for the application? 

 
Where an excess of provision can be demonstrated, Sport England may still object to an application if 
the application is on a site which is of special significance to the interests of sport in the locality.  This 
may include sites that accommodate the highest level of competitive play within an area and/or are well 
established as a focal point for sports development activities that cannot be easily transferred to an 
alternative site.   
 
Even where Sport England is satisfied that an application meets this exception to its Playing Fields 
Policy, local planning authorities will need to ensure that the application also meets with government 
guidance regarding the protection of open space e.g. National Planning Policy Framework Paragraph 74.  
 
For further information on Sport England’s role in assessing and commenting on planning 
applications please visit: 
 

www.sportengland.org/planningapplications 


