
  
 

 How can we work in partnership? 

 

For further details about 
opportunities for collaboration  
between County Sports 
Partnerships and the RYA please 
contact: 
 
Graham Manchester 
Regional Development Officer for 
South West England 
 

Devon 

Cornwall 

Gloucestershire 

West of England 

Dorset 

Somerset 

Wiltshire and Swindon 

 
Tel: 07876 330 374 
 
Email: 
graham.manchester@rya.org.uk 
 
 

The South West of England offers some of the best sailing 
and windsurfing opportunities in the world. 
 
Sailing and windsurfing  within the region is supported by a 
great number of quality clubs, training centres and 
volunteers.  
 
As a result, opportunities to encourage people to take up 
sailing, to take part regularly and succeed at the highest 
level exist throughout the South West.  
 
The RYA is keen to engage with partner organisations to 
build and develop these opportunities. 
 
This leaflet provides an overview of the top priorities within  
the RYA key programmes in the South West. It should be 
used in conjunction with the booklet entitled Sailing: On 
Course for an Active Future. 
 
Graham Manchester 
RYA Regional Development Officer 
South West 
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  Key Facts  

RYA-Affiliated Organisations 
There are three hundred and twenty 
eight RYA-affiliated organisations 
within the South West region. 
 
RYA Training 
There are ninety two RYA-recognised 
centres that offer dinghy sailing and/
or windsurfing tuition and 485 dinghy 
instructors and ninety one windsurfing 
instructors based in the region. 
 
The RYA is currently supporting a 
number of key clubs working with the 
RYA programmes (see page 10 of 
Sailing: On Course for an Active 
Future). 
 
OnBoard 
OnBoard is a nationwide programme 
that aims to introduce 500,000 young 
people to sailing in the next 10 years 
and retain more than 10% as regular 
sailors. At present there are 30 
Onboard clubs situated across: 
 

Cornwall 

Plymouth 

Devon 

Somerset 

Bristol/Gloucestershire 

Dorset 

 
 

We have five OnBoard Development 
Officers supporting these clubs. For 
further details, please contact: 
 
Falmouth: Mark Belshaw 
Tel: 07967 123 513   
Email: mark.belshaw@talktalk.net 
 
Plymouth: Stuart Jones 
Tel: 07917 407771 
Email: 
plymouthyouthsailing@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Bristol/Gloucestershire: Mick Watling  
Tel: 07500 065468  
Email: 
mick.watling@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
 
Torbay: Peter Muskett  
Tel: 0795 8012745          
Email: pete.muskett@devon.gov.uk 
Please note that this post is 
combined with that of Community 
Sailing Coach for Torbay. 
 
Weymouth: Tony Wood.  
Tel: 0770 2779618   
Email: Tony_Wood@weymouth.ac.uk 
Please note that this post is 
combined with that of Community  
Sailing Coach for Weymouth. 
 
 

   

  

 

Club and Coach Programme 
Through increased support for 
the RYAôs existing Volvo RYA 
Champion Club, OnBoard and 
Team 15 youth initiatives, the 
Club and Coaches programme 
will enhance the provision of 
junior and youth training and 
race training and provide 
additional coaching and 
coaching resources throughout 
England.  
 
It will also provide clubs with 
funding for the crucial process of 
training and developing 
volunteers. 
 
Volvo Champion Clubs 
There are currently 16 Volvo 
RYA Champion Clubs in the 
South West. 
 
Targets for new Volvo RYA 
Champion Clubs in the region 
are three in year 1, three in year 
2 and four in year 3, giving a 
total target of 10 new clubs over 
three years. 
 
Additional participants targets for 
the Club and Coaches 
programme in the SW are 132 in 
year 1, 132  in year 2 and 172 in 
year 3, giving a total of 436 over 

three  years. 
 
Additional regular coaching 
targets in the SW are 16 in year 
1, 18 in year 2 and 20 in year 3. 
 
For further details about Club 
and Coaches contact: 
 
Chris Atherton 
High Performance Manager for  
South/South West region. 
Tel: 07909 994 641 
Email: chris.atherton@rya.org.uk 
 
 
RYA Sailability 
Making Disability Plain Sailing. 
Please refer to page 10 of the 
Sailing: On Course for an Active 
Future booklet. 
 
Team 15 
Youth and junior windsurfing 
clubs. Please refer to page 10 of 
the Sailing: On Course for an 
Active Future booklet. 
 
 


