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SUN LANE LEISURE CENTRE
WAKEFIELD, WEST YORKSHIRE 
Status: Completed 2012
Client:  Wakefield Metropolitan District Council
Value:   £9.0 million

Creating a sporting habit for life

The Sun Lane Leisure Centre provides state-of-the-art 
community sport and leisure facilities. These include a 25 m 
6-lane competition swimming pool, spectator seating, a 
learner/studio pool (which can be sectioned off for privacy), 
separate wet and dry changing, an 80-station fitness suite, an 
exercise studio, meeting/conference facilities and a reception 
area café. The centre replaces the out-of-date leisure centre 
that once occupied the site.

The new centre has an efficient and logical layout that meets 
the needs of the local community and regional swimming 
clubs as well as casual users, discretionary groups and clubs. 
The design and finishes are high quality to give the feel of a 
private factility, without incurring significant additional cost. 
The ground floor is split into wet and dry zones. The main pool, 
learner (studio) pool and wet village changing are all located 
in an ordered, sequential fashion on the wet side and on the 
dry side there are toilets, café and reception. The first floor is 
split by a half-landing which directs users either to the 
conference and meeting facilities, which overlook the pool hall, 
or up another short flight of stairs to the fitness suite, exercise 
studio and dry changing facilities.

This was the first pool in the North of England 
to receive a BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating

Learner/studio pool with movable floor and access 
from the main pool and ‘discreet change’ area
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The new purpose-built 
leisure centre responds 
to the demographic 
requirements of the 
town and the needs of 
a 21st century, 
multi-cultural society.

The 25 m swimming pool has a movable floor 
that runs the length of the pool and is three 
lanes wide. An exercise was undertaken to 
look at the various configurations of the 
movable floor, including options for a full size, 
a three lane wide and movable floor to half of 
the pool running widthways. This review also 
considered the capital costs, revenue costs 
and flexibility of use. The chosen option 
provides flexibility in programming the pool 
for lessons and aqua aerobics whilst 
maintaining the lane swimming, which was an 
important consideration. 

This is a unique proposition within the 
Wakefield area and addresses the 
demographic requirements of the town whilst 
at the same time promoting a healthier lifestyle 
by accommodating local swimming clubs, 
disabled people and other social groups.

Multi-cultural society

The Sun Lane Leisure Centre was 
commissioned to replace the previous Sun 
Lane Baths on the periphery of the town 
centre as well as the Light Waves swimming 
centre, both of which were nearing the end 
of their economical life. Given the central 
location of the site and its previous use as a 
community swimming pool, Wakefield 
Metropolitan District Council took the view 
that this was the ideal site to accommodate 
a new, purpose-built leisure centre to cater 
for the needs of a 21st century, multi-cultural 
society.

The Light Waves centre had a regular 
customer base for female only swimming 
sessions, and this group was consulted 
during the initial stages of the Sun Lane 
Leisure design to ensure that their needs and 
privacy requirements were fully met.

The site is located along a narrow, undulating 
road with mixed use, including residential 

Ground floor plan

First floor plan
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General Accommodation / Standards
Exercise 
studio

To accommodate 50 users. Full-height mirrors to 50% of 
walls. Column free, sprung timber floor, sub-divisible into 
two studios  

Fitness 
suite 

To accommodate up to 85 users in total (includes 5 staff 
members). The space includes mixed-mode training, kinetic/
dynamic machinery and a full range of gym equipment. 
Reception desk, cube and half-height lockers within the 
dry change facility, with views over the main pool hall. Full-
height mirrors to specific areas within the fitness suite 

Swimming 
pool

Internal dimensions of 25 x 13 m (6 no. competition 
lanes) with movable floor for 3 no. 25 m lanes. Finished 
pool depth of 1.8 m. Users: disabed people, recreational, 
training and short course competitions. Control point by 
entrance to pool. Access to first aid room direct from main 
pool hall. Independent platform lift and easy access steps 
for dignified access to the pool for disabled/older people 

Learner/
studio pool

Internal dimensions of 13 x 7 m with movable floor (to one 
level). Finished pool depth of 1.8 m with control point at 
entrance to the pool and independent raising platform 
for disabled and/or elderly users. Maximum occupancy 
of 20 persons for use by disabed people/older people, 
learners and single-sex groups.  Discretionary curtains to 
reception area and main pool to provide privacy for those 
user groups who may require greater privacy. There is 
also a hoist from the accessible changing area to assist 
disabled people

Café/Bar Open plan to entrance area to cater for up to 50 people   

Changing Dedicated dry side and wet side to respective facilities

Conference/
Meeting

Conference facilities to accommodate meetings of up to 
20 people

Schedule of Areas
Gross Site Area   6,500 m2

Building Footprint Area   1,970 m2

Gross Internal Floor Area (GIFA)   3,560 m2

Circulation Area (% GIFA including foyer and 
reception but excluding cafe/bar)

       13 %

and commercial occupiers. The rear 
elevation adjoins a major arterial road into 
the town centre.

The form and layout of the building is 
sympathetic to different types of user who 
may have contrasting objectives. For 
example, swimming clubs wishing to 
undertake lane swimming whilst at the same 
time there may be faith groups seeking to 
undertake discrete bathing.

Disabled people and older people can 
access the pool water from a submersible 
platform lift and easy access steps. The pool 
is equipped with a movable floor which has 
the ability to raise/lower the pool floor along 
the entire length of the pool. This permits 
access for multiple disabled people at the 
same time.  

The learner/studio pool is a unique selling 
point of the facility. It is a 13 x 7 m pool size 
that includes a movable floor. This provides 
flexibility to host a number of different types 
of classes. The pool is accessed in two 
ways: one from the main pool hall, which in 
itself is accessed via the wet change, and 
secondly via a ‘discreet change’ area which 
encourages use by groups of children and/
or religious groups who sometimes require 
private facilities. This is important as 
Wakefield is a diverse town in the north of 
England, with a large Muslim population. The 
provision of private single-sex changing is a 
sympathetic means by which to 
accommodate multiple user groups.  This is 
further enhanced by the provision of 
motorised blinds between the studio pool 
and the main entrance windows, plus a 
privacy screen between the studio pool and 
the main pool hall.

First floor level fitness suite
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“

”

Consultation with the 
community, strategic 
planning to replace out-
of-date facilities and the 
inclusion of state-of-
the-art swimming pool 
technology have been key 
aspects of this project.

Procurement / Programme
Tender OJEU restricted YORbuild 

Framework procedure

Contract NEC3

Duration Approximately 20 months 
from mobilisation to 
practical completion 

Environmental Sustainability
•	 BREEAM Excellent 

•	 Combined heat and power plant

•	 Natural ventilation 

•	 Pool air heat recovery

•	 Sunpipes to office suite

•	 City centre location

Summary of Elemental Costs
Element Total Cost (£) Cost (£) per m2 

1 Substructure 700,000 197
2 Superstructure 2,000,000 562
3 Finishes 600,000 169
4 Fittings and furnishings 500,000 140
5 Services 2,800,000 786
6 External works 1,400,000 393
7 Preliminaries 750,000 211
8 Contingencies - -
9 Design fees 250,000 70

TOTAL CONTRACT SUM 9,000,000 2,528

General Description of Key Specifications and Materials
Frame Steel
Cladding Terracotta tiled cladding and brickwork 
Roofing Standing seam aluminium
Internal walls and 
partitions

Blockwork

Internal doors Encapsulated for pool environments
Wall finishes Plasterboard and painted blockwork
Floors Vinyl, wood, tiled and carpet 
Lighting Lux levels Type

Swimming pool 300 Metal halide floodlights
Fitness suite 400 Recessed linear fluorescent

Changing spaces 200 Recessed fluorescent downlighters

Notes:
•	 Costs stated are rounded and based on fourth quarter 2010
•	 Costs stated exclude VAT

Photographs provided by Deloitte Real Estate, 
Wakefield Council and NPS Group

Click here for ‘User Guide’ Click here for current ‘Design and Cost Guidance’
www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/design_and_cost_guidance/user_guide.aspx http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/design_and_cost_guidance.aspx

Lisa Dodd-Mayne
Service Director – Sport & Culture 

Wakefield CounciSpecific Items of Interest
Element Approximate

area (m2) 
Water area 

ratio

Total water area 404

Pool hall area 730 1: 1.81
Wet changing toilets and showers 380 1: 0.94
Pool equipment store 80 1: 0.20
Combined area of pool hall, wet changing 
and storage

1190 1: 2.95

Spectator seating (225 seats + wheelchair 
zones)

  130

Café/reception/server space 264
Public/spectator WC’s 92
Exercise studio  470
Fitness suite  173
Dry change    197

Fitness suite / Exercise studio dry changing area

Wet side changing area leading to main pool hall




