[image: image1.jpg]



CONSULTATION REPORT – 30 MARCH 2011
	Places People Play – delivering a mass participation sporting legacy from the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games

	CONSULTATION ON HOW NATIONAL LOTTERY FUNDING CAN SUPPORT A MASS PARTICIPATION LEGACY 


INTRODUCTION
1. This report sets out the findings of Sport England’s consultation on how National Lottery funding should support a mass participation legacy. The report sets out:
· The background to the consultation

· Key findings

· A summary of the responses 

· Sport England’s conclusion
BACKGROUND
2. In November 2010 the Minister for Sport & the Olympics, Hugh Robertson, announced a series of programmes which will deliver a mass participation sporting legacy from the London Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2012. These build on the changes in the approach to the distribution of the National Lottery funding, announced by DCMS ministers in October 2010, which have made additional funds available to Sport England for community sport.
3. On Monday 31st January 2011 Sport England opened a consultation exercise on how best Lottery funding could support these programmes. The consultation closed on Monday 28th March 2011.

4. The Lottery consultation document outlined:

a. Sport England’s strategy and its connection to the Places, People, Play mass participation legacy programme;
b. The key elements of the Places, People, Play programme;
c. The detail of each of the projects within the programme that Sport England proposed to fund; 
d. The funding proposals for the programme along with Sport England’s funding programmes that will come to an end.
5. The document asked ten questions to ascertain views on the best way of supporting the programme. The ten questions were:
a. Do you agree we have set the right priorities for the Places People Play programme – facilities, people and sport development programmes?

b. Do you agree with the creation of an Iconic Facilities Programme to fund ‘best in class’ community facilities which have a sustainable business plan for the long term?

c. Do you agree that local club facilities are a high priority for Lottery funding? 

d. Would you support the approach of creating ‘standard packages’ for commonly required enhancements?

e. Do you agree that the protection and improvement of playing fields is a priority for Lottery funding?

f. Do you agree that more sports leaders would be a good addition to the resources available to community sport?  

g. Do you agree with the use of Lottery funding for sport development programmes to complement the other funding streams we are proposing? 

h. Do you agree that Lottery funding should be made available to smaller Olympic and Paralympic sports in the event that Gold Challenge stimulates additional demand for those sports?

i. Do you have any specific suggestions as to how we could use Lottery funding to increase participation in sport by disabled people?

j. Are there any significant gaps in these programmes, or any other priorities you would identify for Lottery funding if the resources were available? 

6. In total, 85 responses were received with a high level of support for the Places, People, Play programme.
RESPONSES RECEIVED
[image: image2.emf]29%

58%

7%

6%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Don’t know

Q1. Do you agree we have set the right priorities for the Places People Play programme – facilities, people and sport development programmes?
7. An overwhelming 95% of respondents stated that we have set the right priorities for the Places, People, Play programme. The majority of comments received were in particular support of the facilities elements of the programme and the need to ensure grass roots sport is supported.
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Q2. Do you agree with the creation of an Iconic Facilities Programme to fund ‘best in class’ community facilities which have a sustainable business plan for the long term?

8. There was strong support for Iconic Facilities however a number of respondents, including those who responded ‘Don’t know’, commented that this would only be valuable if the facilities were sustainable, inclusive and community focused. 
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Q3. Do you agree that local club facilities are a high priority for Lottery funding?

9. Again overwhelming support that local club facilities are a high priority with over 90% of respondents agreeing or strongly agreeing. The majority of responses received viewed local club facilities as being highly important within the local community, providing a focal point for the community and promoting social inclusion and community pride. A number of respondents stated that there is little funding across the sporting landscape for smaller facility improvements and therefore funding in this area is key.

[image: image5.emf]41%

51%

5%

4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Don’t know

Q4. Would you support the approach of creating ‘standard packages’ for commonly required enhancements?

10. Of the responses received the majority felt that creating ‘standard packages’ would be helpful providing that they did not decrease flexibility in applying for funding for less common requirements for facility improvements. Of those that disagreed, the comments presented were around similar concerns in that the standard packages may not cover what is required and therefore does not meet the needs of the facility.
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Q5. Do you agree that the protection and improvement of playing fields is a priority for Lottery funding?

11. There was strong support for the protection and improvement of playing fields with respondents commenting on the loss of playing fields for housing and the need for the Government to do more to protect these spaces.
Q6. Do you agree that more sports leaders would be a good addition to the resources available to community sport?
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12. Over 90% of respondents agreed sports leaders – now renamed Sport Makers -  would be a good addition to the resources available to community sport. There was a general feeling in the responses provided that whilst this was a good addition it was important to ensure the quality of these leaders and it is vital that they are managed, mentored and supported to ensure their involvement is sustained. 

Q7. Do you agree with the use of Lottery funding for sport development programmes to complement the other funding streams we are proposing?
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13. Over 90% of respondents agreed to the use of Lottery funding for sport development programmes.
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Q8. Do you agree that Lottery funding should be made available to smaller Olympic and Paralympic sports in the event that Gold Challenge stimulates additional demand for those sports?

14. There was a high level of support that lottery funding should be made available to smaller Olympic and Paralympic sports in the event that Gold Challenge stimulates additional demand with again over 90% agreeing. The majority of respondents felt that it was important smaller sports were supported as sometimes the bigger sports detract from them however there were also a couple of comments made that this should not exclude or come at the expense of the bigger sports e.g. football. 
Q9. Do you have any specific suggestions as to how we could use Lottery funding to increase participation in sport by disabled people?

15. From the 85 respondents to the consultation, 43 provided suggestions on this question. There were a number of common themes returned around: 
a. facilities/ equipment;
b. training/ awareness/ coaching; and
c. communications.
Q10. Are there any significant gaps in these programmes, or any other priorities you would identify for Lottery funding if the resources were available?

16. From the 85 respondents to the consultation, 42 provided suggestions on this question. Again there were a couple of common themes that could be drawn from the responses with the main ones being around:
a. the community and particularly supporting volunteers; and
b. clubs and facilities and support/ advice to clubs.
CONCLUSIONS
17. The consultation has demonstrated overwhelming support for how National Lottery funding can and will support a mass participation legacy through the Places, People Play programme. 
18. The responses received highlighted a few areas where there was consensus from a number of respondents which were:

a. Iconic facilities  - need to be sustainable, inclusive and community focussed;
b. Inspired Facilities - the standard packages must be flexible and cover the real need of the facility;
c. Sport Makers (previously named sport leaders)  - must be properly managed, mentored and supported to ensure they are of a high quality;
d. Gold Challenge - Lottery funding should be made available to support smaller Olympic & Paralympic Sports in the event that Gold Challenge stimulates the demand.

19. As a result of the consultation there are a number of things we have already done or plan to do to address the areas identified above;

a. Iconic – One of the aims of this scheme is to ensure that we invest in projects that are able to bring in enough revenue to maintain high standards of facility provision and customer service and a varied programme of sports opportunities and sports development outreach work. This is already an important focus for Sport England.
b. Inspired Facilities – A consultation is currently underway (through the Sport England website) requesting input into what facility developments sports clubs really need. This will help to identify what standard packages should be put in place. In addition, work is being undertaken to identify local suppliers who will be able to provide a variety of facility improvements via framework agreements. There will however, be the ability specifically for larger capital projects to make the case for using their own procured supply chain.
c. Sport Makers – This is an area that is currently being explored through partnership at local level with National Governing Bodies and County Sports Partnerships. It could take the form of formal/ informal mentoring sessions or ‘buddying’ schemes for example however further work is required before this area of the project is finalised. This is a very important area to the success of the project and will continue to be a focus for Sport England within this project. 

d. Gold Challenge – Demand for Gold Challenge will be continually reviewed paying particular attention to the requirements of the smaller sports. Any funding to support this scheme will not be to boost the monies already provided to sports by Sport England through their Whole Sport Plans. Sports will need to identify a clear need based on demand created through this scheme.
20. With regard to the suggestions provided on how we could use Lottery funding to increase participation in sport by disabled people; this has provided very useful information for Sport England and will be used to support the development phase. The information will also feed into the planned focussed consultation with disabled people, and those who support them, as mentioned in the consultation document. 
21. Comments provided in identifying any significant gaps in the programme, or any other priorities for Lottery funding if the resources were made available will be reviewed by Sport England Executive team and considered where appropriate for future developments of the programme and/or as part of Sport England Strategy going forward.

22. In addition to the specific areas above all consultation responses will be shared with the relevant colleagues involved in each of the projects within the Places, People, Play programme for review and consideration throughout the development of the programme. 
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