


















Increased prosperity – increasing skills, 
employment and economic prosperity 
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How can the benefi ts of the power 
of sport be realised?
Sport helps to deliver increased skills, 
employment and economic prosperity 
outcomes and targets in:
–  Local Area Agreements 

and Multi-Area Agreements;
– Sustainable Community Strategies;
– Integrated Regional Strategies;
– Area Investment Frameworks;
–  Local Economic Development and 

Neighbourhood Renewal Strategies; and
– Public Service Agreements.
 
What outcomes can sport achieve?
Better provision for sport, increased 
regular involvement in sport and hosting 
major sporting events contributes to:
–  increased economic 

growth and prosperity;
–  increased sense of ‘place’, inward 

investment and area regeneration; 
– increased local pride and aspirations;
–  increased skills and capacity 

within the community;
–  increased business skills 

and employability; and
–  a reduction in people not in education, 

employment or training.

Where’s the evidence?
The connection between sport and skills, 
employment and economic prosperity 
is supported by key research including:
–  The economic importance of sport in 

England,1985-2005, and Skills Needs 

Assessment for Sport and Recreation 
which identify the signifi cant contribution 
of sport to employment and to the 
national economy;

–  Developing the impact of sports tourism 
in the East Midlands, which demonstrates 
that sporting events and tourism can help 
local and regional economic prosperity; 

–  Sport in the East Midlands: the Role 
of Social Enterprises which highlights 
the contribution to skill development 
and local employment of sports social 
enterprises; and

–  Measuring success 3 – the economic 
impact of six major sports events which 
identifi ed the economic impact of major 
sports events during 2005/06, with 
additional expenditure in the local 
economy for individual sports events 
ranging from £56,000 to £3.27 million.

Making it happen – partnerships, 
data and case studies
Sports interventions that help to increase 
skills, employment and economic prosperity 
can be planned and delivered with sports 
organisations within the area, including 
County Sports Partnerships, National 
Governing Bodies of sport and School 
Sport Partnerships, working with local 
authorities, schools, Further and Higher 
Education providers, youth and community 
groups, Learning and Skills Councils, 

training providers, job centres, businesses 
and economic development and 
regeneration agencies.

Strategic needs assessments and the 
development of targeted interventions 
can be informed by data on participation 
in sport from the Active People Survey 
and data on facilities from the Active 
Places database.

Sports workforce development plans 
at the County Sports Partnership level 
which identify the sports skills gaps 
of an area will be useful information for 
Learning and Skills Councils, Regional 
Development Agencies, Further 
Education and Higher Education 
institutions and training providers.

The case studies outlined in the 
detailed paper include examples of:
–  a new landmark local authority leisure 

centre at the heart of a regeneration 
programme for a run-down 1960’s estate;

–  a community skateboarding and BMX 
facility, operated as a social enterprise, 
engaging local people in its activities 
and contributing to the prosperity 
of a deprived urban area; and

–  a charity working with young people not 
in education, employment or training to 
offer an intensive sports education and 
training programme in partnership with 
local colleges.

“ Sporting and cultural activity and events 
can generate signifi cant economic, 
commercial and social benefi ts, both 
locally and nationally. Major sporting 
events have catalysed long-term economic 
gains where they have been used as 
a lever for the wider regeneration of place”.
Strong and prosperous communities: the Local Government White Paper, 
Department for Communities and Local Government, 2006
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Sources of information
Please click on the links below for further information:
–  Playing for Success: An Evaluation of the Fourth Year, C. Sharp, J. Blackmore, L. Kendall, 

K. Greene, W. Keys, A. Maccauley, I. Schagen and T. Yeshanew. National Foundation for 
Educational Research, 2003;

–  At least fi ve a week: evidence of the impact of physical activity and its relationship to health, 
Chief Medical Offi cer, Department of Health, 2004;

– Every Child Matters – Change for Children, Department for Education and Skills, 2004;
–  Sport in the East Midlands: the Role of Social Enterprises, East Midlands Development Agency/

Social Enterprise East Midlands/Sport England East Midlands, 2004;
– Youth Matters, Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2005;
– A National Framework for Youth Action and Engagement, The Russell Commission, 2005;
– 14-19 Education and Skills Implementation Plan, Department for Education and Skills, 2005;
– Skills Needs Assessment for Sport and Recreation, SkillsActive, 2005;
–  Developing the impact of sports tourism in the East Midlands, East Midlands Development Agency/

Sport England East Midlands/East Midlands Tourism, 2005;
– Our health, our care, our say – a new direction for community services, Department of Health, 2006;
– Respect Action Plan, Home Offi ce, 2006;
–  Strong and prosperous communities: the Local Government White Paper, Department for 

Communities and Local Government, 2006;
– Understanding the Success Factors of Sport Action Zones, Sport England, 2006; 
– Measuring Success 3– the economic impact of six major sports events, UK Sport, 2006;
– Active People Survey data, Sport England, 2006 onwards;
– Evaluations from Positive Futures:
 – Going the distance: impact, journeys and distance travelled, Tim Crabbe, 2006;
 – Knowing the Score, Home Offi ce/Sheffi eld Hallam University, 2007;
 – Putting the pieces together, Home Offi ce/Sheffi eld Hallam University/Substance, 2007;
– Care Matters: Time for Change, Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2007;
– The Children’s Plan: Building brighter futures, Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2007;
–  Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, Department for Communities and 

Local Government, 2007; 
– Helping out – the national survey of volunteering and giving, Cabinet Offi ce, 2007;
– Our Shared Futures, Commission for Integration and Cohesion, 2007;
– Tackling obesities – future choices, Government Offi ce for Science/Foresight, 2007;
–  Leisure Contexts in adolescence and their associations with adult outcomes: a more complete 

picture, Robson and Feinstein, Centre for Research on the Wider Benefi ts of Learning, 2007;
– The Power of Sport – Sport and Cohesion Toolkit, The Institute of Community Cohesion, 2007;
– The economic importance of sport in England, 1985-2005, Sport England/SIRC, 2008;
– Health and social care outcomes and accountability framework, Department of Health, 2008;
– Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives, Department of Health, 2008;
–  World Class Skills: Implementing the Leitch Review of Skills in England, Department of Innovation, 

Universities and Skills, 2008;
– Playing to win: A New Era for Sport, DCMS, 2008; and
– Strategy for 2008-11, Sport England, 2008.
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http://www.nfer.ac.uk/research-areas/pims-data/summaries/pfq-playing-for-success-evaluation-of-the-fourth-year.cfm
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_4080994
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction+productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DfES%2f1081%2f2004&
http://www.seem.uk.net/shared_asp_files/uploadedfiles/%7BF4CEEBED-AF63-48DE-AFF6-BFAB2684835C%7D_Final%20Report.doc
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/Cm6629.pdf
http://archive.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/russellcommission/report/index.html
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/publications/14-19implementationplan/
http://www.skillsactive.com/resources/research/SNAsportfinaldft.pdf
http://www.emda.org.uk/uploaddocuments/EastMidlandsSportsTourism-FinalReport.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Ourhealthourcareoursay/index.htm
http://www.respect.gov.uk/uploadedFiles/Members_site/Articles/About_Respect/respect_action_plan.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/strategies/strongprosperous/
http://www.sportengland.org/sportengland_saz_final_report.pdf
http://www.uksport.gov.uk/assets/File/Measuring%20Success%203%20-%20Overview%20of%20Findings.pdf
http://www.sportengland.org/active_people
http://www.positivefuturesresearch.org.uk/index.php/Section15.html
http://www.positivefuturesresearch.org.uk/index.php/Section15.html
http://www.substance.coop/?q=publications_putting_the_pieces_together
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/Cm%207137.pdf
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/The_Childrens_Plan.pdf
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2007/pdf/ukpga_20070028_en.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/Research_and_statistics/third_sector_research/helping_out.aspx
http://www.integrationandcohesion.org.uk/Our_final_report.aspx
http://www.foresight.gov.uk/OurWork/ActiveProjects/Obesity/KeyInfo/Index.asp
http://www.learningbenefits.net/Publications/DiscussionPaperIntros/LeisureContext_in_Adolesence.htm
http://www.coventry.ac.uk/researchnet/icoco/toolkits/sport
http://www.sportengland.org/2005_england_report_dm_final.pdf
http://www.info.doh.gov.uk/consult/commismetrics.nsf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_082378
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_082378


This document can be provided in alternative
languages, or alternative formats such as 
large print, Braille, tape and on disk upon
request. Call the Sport England switchboard
on 08458 508 508 for more details.

Further information
To fi nd out more about Sport England’s Strategy for 2008-11; 
the other Shaping places through sport papers and to get the 
latest news and information about our various initiatives and 
programmes, please go to: 
www.sportengland.org

Sport England
3rd Floor
Victoria House
Bloomsbury Square
London
WC1B 4SE
T 08458 508 508
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