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COMPREHENSIVE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT (CPA) 
SPORTS AND RECREATION 

 
Performance Indicators (PIs) and What Local Authorities Need to Do! 

 
Scope of 
Measure 

Performance Indicator PI Measured by - What you need to Do! 

Participation 
 
CPA 2006 

% of adults (16 years and over) 
participating in at least 30 minutes of 
moderate intensity sport and active 
recreation (including recreational 
walking) on 3 or more days a week 

The Active People Survey every 3 yrs    
(collection, analysis and publication of 
data is currently being undertaken by 
Ipsos MORI on behalf of Sport 
England)  

The Active People Survey has been commissioned by Sport 
England. The survey commenced on 15 October 2005 and 
will continue for a year using a phone survey of 1,000 
people in each local authority area. Results of this survey 
will provide the PI’s for Adult Participation and 
Volunteering. You will not need to do anything other than 
continue to encourage your residents to participate and 
volunteer in sport. It will also provide lots of other useful 
information to assist you in your local planning.  The ‘Active 
People Diagnostic’ will be available from November 2006 
providing an innovative, online reporting system where all 
the results and data from the survey will be placed.   
For more information: www.activepeoplesurvey.com 

Participation in 
schools 
 
CPA 2006 
 
 

% of 5-16 yr olds engaged in two 
hours a week minimum on high quality 
PE and school sport within and beyond 
the curriculum 

The schools within the School Sports 
Partnerships complete the survey 
annually in the summer term. The DfES 
co-ordinates collection, analysis and 
publication of data in the autumn 

Ensure your School Sports Partnerships are accurately 
collating all the information they need to, so your schools 
can make their annual returns to the DfES in June/July 

Volunteering 
 

% of the population volunteering in 
sport and active recreation for at 
l st  h   k 

Please refer to above reference to 
Active People Survey  

Please refer to above reference to Active People Survey 
For more information: www.activepeoplesurvey.com 
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Scope of 
Measure 

Performance Indicator PI Measured by - What you need to Do! 

CPA 2006 
 

least one hour a week 
 

Equity 
 
CPA 2007 

Representative facility use by - 
• people from the most 

disadvantaged socio-
economic groups 

• young people aged 11-19yrs 
• people from black and 

minority ethnic groups 
• people aged over 60yrs  
• and proportion of facility use 

by disabled people under 
60yrs 

The National Benchmarking Service or 
APSE Performance Networks in 
conjunction with the local authorities 
and leisure operators. Based on facility 
surveys and census information 
 

Use the National Benchmarking Service or APSE 
Performance Networks to provide the measures required 
for at least 2 or 25% (whichever is the greater) of your 
sport & recreation centres.   
Enquiry & booking line for the National Benchmarking 
Service is 0800 013 2766.  
APSE can be contacted on 0161 772 1810 

Value for 
Money 
 
CPA 2007 

Subsidy per visit 
Annual visits per square metre 

The National Benchmarking Service or 
APSE Performance Networks in 
conjunction with the local authorities 
and leisure operators. Based on a 
financial and annual attendance return 
from the facility operator 

NBS enquiry and booking line:  
0800 013 2766 
APSE can be contacted on: 
0161 772 1810 

Choice and 
Opportunity 
 
CPA 2006 

% of population that are within 20 
minutes travel time (urban areas by 
walk: rural areas by car) of a range of 
three different sports facility* 
types, of which one has achieved a 
quality assured** standard 
 

Sport England’s Active Places Power 
database 

Register your Council with Sport England’s Active Places 
Power database and make sure that all of your local 
facilities are properly accounted for, sooner rather than 
later but must be by 1 August each year for CPA purposes. 
When you send in your changes to Active Places, these will 
be recorded and used in determining the indicator score.  
But please note these changes will not be seen on the 
website until the model is re-run in October.   
To register go to www.activeplacespower.com and print off 
registration form, complete and send off. 
Check out the Quality Assurance levels of your sport & 



 3

Scope of 
Measure 

Performance Indicator PI Measured by - What you need to Do! 

recreation facilities.  Get them quality assured using at 
least one of the five approved schemes**. Check out the 
Sport England’s list of known facilities that have achieved 
one of the quality assurance schemes, to make sure it’s 
correct.  
This list is on Sport England’s web site:  
http://www.sportengland.org/cpa_qas_master_v4.xls 
Let Sport England know of any inaccuracies and/or when 
you have undertaken any new quality assurance on your 
facilities by 15 September at the latest. Contact via e mail 
to cpa@sportengland.org 

Comments: 
* Facility types – playing fields, swimming pools, sports hall, golf courses, health & fitness and synthetic turf pitches 
**Quality assured – the acceptable quality assurance schemes are –  
Quest – call Quest Scheme Management Team 0800 013 2766 or e mail info@questnbs.org or visit www.questnbs.org 
ISO 9001:2000 – visit www.iso.org 
Chartermark – call 020 7276 1755 or e mail chartermark@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk or visit www.chartermark.gov.uk 
Green Flag (park/open space must have a full-size operational grass pitch within it to count) – call The Civic Trust 0151 231 6900 or e mail 
info@greenflagaward.org.uk or visit www.greenflagaward.org.uk 
Investors in Excellence – call The British Quality Foundation 020 7654 5000 or visit www.quality-foundation.co.uk 
For detailed information on the Choice & Opportunity Indicator - 
www.sportengland.org/cpa_choice_and_opportunity_indicator.pdf 
(N.B. Local authorities with a mixed urban and rural profile will have their scores calculated based on a combination of all the output areas as classified by ONS) 
Access – Active 
Recreation 
 
CPA 2005 

BVPI – 178 Use of Footpaths.  
% of total length of footpaths and 
other rights of way easy to use by 
members of the public 

Local Authorities collect the 
information for BVPI 178, though many 
sub-contract the work out.   
The BVPI is reported to ODPM 
annually.  
All BVPI outturn figures are submitted 
to the Audit Commission between April 

Accurately record the percentage of total length of 
footpaths & other rights of way easy to use by members of 
the public for BVPI - 178.  
For further information: www.bvpi.gov.uk 
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Scope of 
Measure 

Performance Indicator PI Measured by - What you need to Do! 

and June every year. 
Satisfaction 
 
CPA 2005 

BVPI – 119A 
Resident satisfaction sport/ leisure 
facilities 
BVPI – 119E 
Resident satisfaction parks/ open 
spaces 
 

BVPI General Household Survey – every 
3 years. 
The next survey will take place from  

The BVPI General Household Survey is carried out every 
3yrs. The next one is due to take place between 1st 
September and 30th November 2006. This survey includes 
measures for resident’s satisfaction for BVPI – 119A & 
119E. 
Ensure your residents are satisfied with their 
sports/leisure facilities and parks/open spaces! 

Thresholds for BVPI 119 are based on 25th and 75th percentile points (based on all council types with available data) and these are issued by the Audit Commission 
 
 


